MORE   ON   HOLLYWOOD
that is very misleading when related to questions of democracy
and culture. Rather than mislead ourselves along this line, it is
pertinent to ask point-blank: "Why has America not solved this
problem?"
Dr. Kallen qualifies his approval of the movie when he says:
"Whatever else may be said of the movie . .." (My italics.) Further-
more, in the same article, he writes: "Of course, printing press, post
office, phonograph, camera, radio, are neither monopolies of the
democracies nor can they be permitted by democracies to become
monopolies, .." More important than occasional presentations of
Shakespeare on the screen, than occasional "good" movies, there is
this formulation: "Whatever else may be said ..." That is precisely
what needs to be investigated. In my earlier article, "The Language
of Hollywood," I attempted to get at some of the features of this
"Whatever else..." and in it indicated that what must not be
allowed to happen, according to Dr. Kallen, is happening. Briefly,
the camera is becoming a monopoly.
The social organization of the movies militates against the achieve-
ment of a democratic culture; instead, there has been created a mere
culture of merchandise. With this fact in mind, a final remark is
required at this point.
Failure to understand always exacts its penalties, and this failure
on the part of the pragmatists is now exacting penalties. They
continue to speak in terms of hopes, whereas the class realities of
American society render their hopes Utopian. Again, any serious
analysis of these problems must explain Dr. Kallen's "Whatever
else." His very formula here is very suggestive. Dr. Kallen's super-
iority to most of those who write on the movies and see great promise
in them, his opinion is based on the precise formula of apologetics.
That is why I have dealt with it in detail here. Nothing that can be
strongly defended needs to be explained in the "whatever else 'may
be said" formula. But again and again in writings on the movies it
is this kind of defence that is used.
In contrast to the remarks of Dr. Kallen, it will be well to listen
to the words of a responsible and highly successful Hollywood
executive, Mr. Darryl F. Zanuck. In 1943, a Writers Congress was
held in Hollywood under the auspices of the University of California
and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. I omit discussion of many
passages from the speeches that could be quoted, and also a discussion
of the declaration of independence, drawn up by those who parti-
cipated, in the name of literary freedom, and so on. The reader can
well be spared the easy irony that could be suggested by this docu-
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